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BENNY CHANIFOTOWORKS

Walnut Residence Los Angeles
MODAL DESIGN

CITATION
CUSTOM /OVER
3,000 SQUARE FEET

Architect Modal Design,
Los Angeles— Daniel
Monti, AlA Landscape
Architect Bent Grass—
Jeff Pervorse Project
Size 3,126 square feet
Construction Cost
$400 per square foot

Inspired by a captivating stately pine tree on site, Los Angeles-based Modal Design, led by Daniel Monti, ATA, created a house

that tucks under and around the old-growth branches. The pine’s broad canopy forces the functional areas of the 3,126-square-foot

house to the front of the lot, where three bedrooms are stacked above the entrance, office, and garage. A curtain of folded, Cor-Ten

steel panels—perforated with circles of various diameters —forms a porous barrier between public and private space. The metal

screen also creates patterns of dappled light on the interior floors and walls. Circular disks left over as by-products of the CNC

water-jet cutting process were reconstituted as a balustrade enclosing the stair that climbs from the first to the second floor. “The

perforated screens are bold and decorative—and what’s commendable is they took it from the outside to the interior,” juror Joel

Sanders said. “The other nice thing is the circular pattern is not reduced to such a small scale that it blends together in shadow on
the floor, so the graphic quality is clearly maintained,” added juror Josh Shelton. “That’s part of the fun—that play of light” —v.m.
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